
 

Dear Ministry Leader, 
 
Greetings from Briercrest College & Seminary! 
 
Have you heard about the recently released Canada-wide study entitled, Hemorrhaging Faith: Why 
& When Canadian Young Adults are Leaving, Staying & Returning to the Church? (If you haven’t, you 
can read about it here: http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20120910#pg18). This study is receiving 
national attention, both because of its unique Canadian perspective and its disturbing findings. The 
body of Christ in Canada, across denominational lines, is experiencing nothing short of a massive 
hemorrhage of its youth, and alarmingly, at an average earlier age than what we expected. Indeed, 
before many youth have reached high school, they have already left the Church! 
 
Briercrest College & Seminary (BCS) is committed to supporting research and conversation that will 
strengthen the Church’s ability to better participate in God’s mission to the world. Consequently, 
BCS, together with the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada (EFC) and James Penner & Associates, is 
initiating a strategic conversation surrounding the Hemorrhaging Faith study, both to assess its 
conclusions and to begin to work out the practical ministry implications. Rather than holding a 
typical conference, we have opted to launch a think-tank/round-table format with a select group of 
invited leaders who are concerned about the intergenerational and missional health of the 
Canadian Church, and more specifically, the church in the Prairie provinces.  
 
As a first step in the conversation, we have invited the head researchers of Hemorrhaging Faith 
(James Penner and Rachael Harder of James Penner & Associates, and Rick Hiemstra, Director of 
Research, EFC), to lead us in a strategic analysis and conversation. This will occur in a two day 
meeting of 80 senior ministry leaders, young leaders, faculty, and students. 

 
THIS IS WHERE YOU COME IN. 

 
Would you come to Briercrest College & Seminary, along with a young leader of your choosing, to 
serve as a participant in this think-tank we are calling Engage 2013? 
 
Here is how we envision the Engage series of conversations will work.  
 

1) The first Engage event will occur March 13-14, 2013 at Briercrest College & Seminary in 
Caronport, Saskatchewan.  

2) The researchers will provide, along with an overview of the study, focused insight into the 
data such that we will be able to compare some of the similarities and differences that 
Prairie respondents had with their national peers. 

http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20120910#pg18


 

3) You, a recognized ministry leader, will be funded by Briercrest College & Seminary to 
participate. Dorm accommodation, meals, a bound copy of the Hemorrhaging Faith study, 
and incidentals will be covered. (Travel would be at your own expense). 

4) As a ministry leader, we ask you to identify a key young leader (age 18-34), in whom you are 
already investing, to attend also as a crucial participant. We request that you cover her/his 
registration fee of $100.00 (including GST). This fee covers accommodation, meals, a bound 
copy of Hemorrhaging Faith, and incidentals. Although it is not necessary, we do ask that 
you consider bringing a young leader of the opposite gender so that we have good gender 
representation at the think-tank. 

5) In agreeing to participate together with your chosen young leader, we also ask that you 
consider leading a small local round-table in your own region (training would be provided) in 
which you extend the conversation in your locale and bring back your findings to the larger 
group for a second event in March 2014. At that time, we will seek to bring together our 
findings and to begin to prepare a draft document that will lay out practical implications for 
ministry and for the growing health of the Canadian Church. 

6) IMPORTANT: If you are unable to participate, would you be willing to recommend another 
leader in your area to become a participant? Either way, if you are unable to participate, can 
you please notify me as soon as possible? (dguretzki@briercrest.ca) 

 
The findings of the Hemorrhaging Faith are disturbing and it is clear that band-aid solutions will no 
longer suffice. Our hope and prayer is that you would consider taking part in this crucial 
conversation. We obviously aren’t guaranteeing a revolution in our thinking and our practice, but 
we do promise that this time together will push us all to think and to strategize in new ways about 
the challenges facing the church. How we will churches transmit our faith in Jesus to the coming 
generation to the glory of God the Father? 
 
If you have any questions about the event itself, feel free to email me at dguretzki@briercrest.ca.  
 
If you have questions about logistics (registration, rooms, meals, etc.) please contact our Event 
Management Coordinator, Jennifer Isaak at jisaak@briercrest.ca.  
 
 
For the Sake of His Gospel,  
 
 
 
 
David Guretzki, PhD 
Professor of Theology, Church & Public Life 
Executive Lead for Strategic & Ministry Partnership 
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